soispels |ejA jo healng
YijeaH jo wawinedaq sexaL

€007 30V 890T1-Ge# Pesy jo 1da( sexar

Ansibay uondopy
IbAuU9) ay |

HA.L
=\

£C10¥1 Xod "Od
yIeay Jo juswneda(] sexq], ==

Ans139y] uondopy [enua))
SO1ISIBIS [BIIA JO neoing

€210-b1L8L SBX3Y, "Unsny

SA/ST'X1'01e)S SUSP* mmm,//:dny

1 3)IS qam  SONSIIRIS [RIIA
JO neaImg s,4i[esH Jo juswieda( sexay, ay1 1sIa 10

[T1L-€96-888-1 23X TI0L

O6LCOX TTTL-8SH/TIS 10 8BEL-BSH/TIS
Y1L8L X1 ‘unsny

£CIovl 40d

dvO

;18 Ansigoy uondopy
[BRUS)) 3y} JILIM Jo [[8d uonesijdde ue aara001 o,

"SAH 01 9[qeAed IapIo Lauowr Jo Yoayd Oz¢ ®

pue (Al
0j04d panssI-JUdWILISA0S PUR JJBINILISD YLIIQ JO
Adoo) Kinuapt pue age jo jooid apraoid o1 9[qy ®

t1opo Jo o3k Jo s1eak g ©
‘aordope 1ey Jo Furqrs Jo juared yuig oy, ©

Io ‘a1e3s Jayjoue ut pajdope puw
SBXQ], Ul wioq Jo ‘sexa], ut padope aq 1snw su(y ®

AYLSIDIY NOILdOAV TVILNID OL

DNIATddY 404 SINIATAINDIY




NEW LEGISLATION

International Adoptions: Effective September
2003, Texas residents adopting a child internation-
ally may request a Texas-issued birth certificate
when they register the foreign adoption with their
local district court.

ADOPTION INFORMATION

H: Texas, adoption records are confidential and
can, generally, only be opened for good cause by
the court which granted the original adoption.
Several entities have records relating to adoptions.

District Court: The district clerk for the court
which grants adoptions quite often has copies of all
documents submitted during the adoption process.
An individual may petition the original court to
open these records. If the petitioner presents good
cause to the presiding judge, an order may be
granted. Once the district clerk is in receipt of that
court order, the petitioner may request copies of the
adoption record.

Child-Placing Agencies: Each licensed child-placing
agency maintains a file on each adoption they are in-
volved in. The adoptee and adoptive parents are
eligible to receive de-identified copies or summarized
descriptions about the birth family from this agency
file. If the agency is unknown, the adoptee may wish
to register with the Central Adoption Registry to learn
the identity of the agency.

Bureau of Vital Statistics (BVS): If an adoptee
was born in Texas, BVS normally has the original
pre-adoption birth certificate and a certificate of
adoption submitted by the court which amends the
original birth certificate by replacing the birth
parents’ names with the adopting parents’ names.
Very little social or medical information is
contained in these files (see MEDICAL/SOCIAL
INFORMATION).

BVS will provide copies of sealed documents upon
receipt of a court order from the court which
granted the adoption and payment of a $9 fee. Upon
request and payment of a separate $9 fee, BVS can
also provide the name of the court that granted the
adoption of a Texas-born child. Contact BVS at
512/458-7111 for additional information.

MEDICAL/SOCIAL INFORMATION

The Bureau of Vital Statistics (BVS) provides
medical and social information to adoptees and
other eligible persons via two types of records. One
is via the Health, Social, Education and Genetic
History reports and the other is via the collection of
out-of-business child-placing agency records.

o If you were placed for adoption after 1983 in
Texas, in a private or independent adoption with
adoptive parents who are not biologically related,
you may be able to receive a copy of your
medical and social history. Beginning in 1984,
BVS started collecting medical and social reports
on many families who placed a child or children
in a non-relative, private adoption setting. Adult
adoptees, adoptive parents and other qualified
persons may obtain a redacted copy of this
report. Applicable fees apply.

o If you were placed for adoption via a child-placing
agency that is still in operation, please contact that
agency for a summary or de-identified copy of its
records as it pertains to the biological family.

e Years after the adoption, it may become
important for the birth family to update and
provide social, medical and genetic history
relevant to the health and well-being of the
adoptee. Once received, BVS will attempt to
locate the last known address of the adoptive
parents and inform them of their right to request

the information. If the adoption occurred through
a child-placing agency, BVS will direct the birth
family to that agency.

e The Central Adoption Registry (CAR) maintains
many, but not all, adoption records from child-
placing agencies that have ceased operation.
Adult adoptees and their adoptive parents may
obtain de-identified biological history from those
records without joining the CAR. A fee, as set
forth by the Texas Building and Procurement
Commission, is charged for this service.

CENTRAL ADOPTION REGISTRY (CAR)

The Bureau of Vital Statistics’ Central Adoption
Registry is part of a voluntary mutual-consent
registry system that began in 1984. The purpose of
the registry is to reunite an adult adoptee who joins
the registry with his or her birth parent or sibling
who has also registered. The registry releases
identifying information once each participant
completes the following:

1. Attends a one-hour post-adoption counseling
session that educates and prepares him or her
for the reunion.

2. Prepares an autobiography with
photographs. The registry exchanges the
biographies at the same time it releases
identifying information.

The Central Adoption Registry is unique, in that it
has the authority, without a court order, to view a
sealed file or confidential record. This allows for
authentication of a match between two biologically
related persons and gives each person involved in
the process the comfort of knowing that there is no
doubt or guesswork on the part of the registry.



